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MANAGING THE ENVIRONMENT PDG      
2 SEPTEMBER 2014                    AGENDA ITEM: 9 
 
A review of the condition and continued provision o f Mid Devon’s play areas 
 
Cabinet Member  Cllr Clive Eginton 
Responsible Officer Head of Environmental Services 
 
Reason for Report: To inform Members of the current condition of the Council’s 
play areas and to advise on a consultation process to be held with town and parish 
councils over future provision.  
 
RECOMMENDATION(S):  
1.  To note the current condition of Mid Devon’s play areas at Annex 1 
2.  To recommend to Cabinet that officers consult with town and parish councils 

over future provision, especially  those areas shown at Annex 2 which may 
be over provided 

3. That a further report be brought back to this PDG following the consultation 
 exercise. 
    
Relationship to Corporate Plan: Community well-being will be enhanced when 
residents have the confidence to use well maintained play areas. 
 
Financial Implications:   
1. Our current portfolio of play areas requires a revenue budget of £274,000. 
2. The potential means of reducing the cost to the Council, in line with 

government grant reductions, is to reduce the number of areas provided and 
maintained directly by the District Council. 

 
Legal Implications: Sites acquired for play areas may have a variety of conditions 
attached to the land transfer.  
 
Risk Assessment: There is a potential cost of litigation should the Council be found 
negligent with regards to maintenance of its play areas.  For this reason, the Council 
must have an inspection and maintenance regime for its play areas. 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Mid Devon currently has 106 play areas which include 2 paddling pools, 3 in-
 line skating sites and a BMX track. 
 
1.2 A play area maintenance budget report was brought to this PDG on 17 

January 2012 which outlined the potential shortfall in the budget.  As a result 
of that report, the following increases to the play area maintenance budget 
were agreed: 
 

 Year 2012-2013 £20,000  
 Year 2013 -2014  £20,000 
 Year 2014-2015  £10,000 
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1.3 The increase in budget has been used to paint  play equipment and to repair 
 safety surfacing. 

 
1.4  Due to budget restrictions the play areas are currently maintained in 

 “managed decline”, this means that when a piece of equipment is removed 
 from a site for safety reasons it is not automatically replaced. This has 
 resulted in reduced play value for some sites and others where there is no 
 equipment on site. 

 
2.0 Current condition of play areas 

 
2.1 As a result of the temporary increase in the maintenance budget, all of the 

equipment that required painting has been completed and a start has been 
made on safety surface repairs. 

 
2.2 The remaining £10,000 allocated for this financial year will be spent on safety 

surface repair in the autumn. 
 
2.3  Annual condition surveys of play areas are carried out during November and 

 December, therefore the information in this report has been taken from the 
 December 2013 Refurbishment Survey. 

 
2.4  The survey has been updated for sites where safety surfacing repairs have 

 taken place since December 2013 and reflects the installation of new 
 equipment at Cotteylands play area and Bolham Road Skate Park. There are 
 currently a total of 51 play areas that have both satisfactory equipment and 
 safety surfacing. See Annex 1. 

 
2.5 The play equipment condition in summary: 

• 73 sites with play equipment in satisfactory condition 
• 20 sites that requires some refurbishment within 2 years 
• 6 sites that requires some refurbishment within 1 year 
• 2 sites that requires equipment to be replaced 
• 5 sites with no equipment 

 
2.6 The play area surfacing condition in summary: 

• 62 sites with surfacing in satisfactory condition 
• 26 sites that shall require some refurbishment within 2 years 
• 13 sites that shall require some refurbishment within 1 year 
• 1 site that shall require replacement within 1 year 
• 4 sites with no surfacing 

 
3.0 The potential closing and disposal of play areas 

 
3.1 A review of current play area provision has shown that there are 26 play areas 
 that could be regarded as over provision. In the Council’s Open Space 
 and Play area Strategy, currently being updated, it states: 
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• Play space children, in urban areas  there should be a quantity standard 
of 0.06 Hectares per 1,000 population and an access standard of 480 
metres or 10 minutes walking time. 

 
• Play space youth, in urban areas  there should be a quantity standard of 

0.02 hectares per 1,000 population and an access standard of 720 metres 
or 15 minutes walking time. 

 
• Play space children and youth in rural parishes  there should be a 

quantity standard of 0.05 hectares per 1,000 population and an access 
standard of 600metres or 12-12 minutes walking time. 

 
3.2 Of the sites identified in Annex 2, many have equipment and safety surfacing 

in good condition. Before reaching any decisions or formulating any 
recommendations, it will be important to consult with town and parish councils 
on their views. 

 
3.3  A consultation will be held over the coming months so that local views can be 

sought to better inform this Policy Development Group on the future long term 
provision of play areas. 

  
 
Contact for more Information: Paul N Williams, Head of Environmental Services, 
(01884 244606 - pnwilliams@middevon.gov.uk) 
 
Circulation of the Report: Cllr Eginton, Management Team 
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