Grand Western Canal Joint Advisory Committee
Cycling signage working group – Notes of meeting held on 13th Feb 2019
Present: Cllr Lance Kennedy, Cllr Ken Browse, John Hampshire, Mark Baker
Apologies: Graham Moore, Chrissy Parker
LK welcomed the group and reprised the issues to be discussed.
MB updated the group on a couple of meetings he has had concerning these issues since
the October JAC meeting.
Firstly, he and his manager, Ros Mills, had met with two DCC Safer Travel (Vulnerable
Road User) Officers to discuss what DCC’s approach is regarding other multi-use trails
around the county and to seek their advice. The following points emerged:
 Signage alone is unlikely to be successful unless the reasons for the required
behaviour are made obvious. Getting across the reasons why cyclists should
dismount and walk under bridges is difficult to achieve through text, and so imagebased signage and a supporting publicity campaign would be necessary.
 The officers queried the effectiveness of insisting that cyclists dismount under
bridges and suggested that emphasising the need to take care may be more
effective in achieving the ultimate aim of reducing accidents.
 They suggested the use of mirrors under the bridges to give cyclists the ability to see
better if anyone was approaching from the other direction. MB felt this was unlikely
to be an option due to the Grade II listing of most of the Canal’s bridges.
Secondly, MB had met with Phil and Jacquie Brind of the Tiverton Canal Co, to discuss
their concerns about safety within the section of canal used by the horsedrawn barge. Phil
was concerned that some visitors were simply not aware that a horsedrawn barge was
operating on the canal and so were shocked to be confronted by a horse under a bridge.
He was also concerned that visitors did not understand that the barge did not have brakes
and could not stop quickly, or that if the horse was forced to stop, the barge could not be
steered effectively and was at risk of crashing into a bank or bridge wall.
It was agreed at this meeting that a ‘Horsedrawn barge operating area’ between Tiverton
Road Bridge and the Canal Basin would be designated and publicised through the
installation of a large sign beside the towpath at either end, and by smaller signs at key
access points within the section. The signs would include an insistence that cyclist
dismount and walk under the bridges within the section and that all towpath users make
way for the horse and know to get out of the way in the unlikely event that they meet a
bolting horse. These signs would include photos of the horse emerging under a bridge to
visually emphasise the issue. The costs would be split between DCC and the Tiverton
Canal Co.
The members of the working group all agreed that the current prohibition of cycling under
bridges was knowingly ignored by most cyclists, most probably because they felt it was
unnecessary or too inconvenient (to dismount 20 times on a one-way cycle along the canal,
or 40 times if a return journey is included). They felt that an ongoing blanket banning of
cycling under bridges was unlikely to be any more successful, even with better signage.

They agreed with the DCC Safer Travel Officers that an emphasis on the need to take care
and give way under bridges, coupled with signs which visually explained the reasons for
extra care would be the best way forward.
Members of the working group agreed that a prohibition of cycling under bridges was still
required for ‘Horse-drawn barge operating area’.
At the request of LK, MB had prepared a couple of mocked-up signs for working group
members to consider at the meeting. The mock-ups were based on photos MB had
available, and if this approach was agreed upon, photos would be set up specifically for
using in the new signage. Two examples are provided at the foot of these notes.
MB proposed that four or five different designs / wordings could be used so that the cyclists’
attention was maintained and so the different reasons for taking care / dismounting / giving
way could be explained. The photos could feature the barge horse, a mobility buggy user,
some children, an elderly walker, someone with a guide dog etc... Members liked the
photo-based and multiple sign approach.
Some discussion then took place regarding practicalities such as sign size, post type and
funding. It was agreed that the signs should be A4 (although KB felt some could be a
smaller A5 size to limit the impact on the canal landscape) and mounted on wooden 4” x 4”
posts. MB had received an indicative quote of £1100 for 40 A4 signs and £265 for 40 4” x
4” x 6’ posts. It was agreed that applications should be made to Cllr Slade and Cllr
Radford’s locality budgets to cover the costs, with any purdah restrictions to be taken into
consideration.

